
AP literature and 

composition



The Basics

 Advanced Placement Program® (AP®) courses are 

college-level courses offered in high school. AP 

courses reflect what is taught in top introductory 

college courses.

 At the end of the course, students take AP Exams—

standardized exams that measure how well students 

have mastered college-level course work. 

 Students who do well on AP Exams can earn college 

credit.
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There’s lots of reasons to take AP courses

Colleges rank “Grades in 
college prep courses” and 
“Strength of curriculum” as the 
top two factors in the 
admission decision.*

 85% of selective colleges and 
universities report that a 
student’s AP experience 
favorably impacts admission 
decisions.**

 The HOPE scholarship now 
requires enrollment in AP level 
courses
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“We look favorably on 

students who have 

taken AP courses. The 

presence of AP courses 

is a sign that a student 

has chosen to 

challenge him/herself.”

—Admission Officer

* 2009 State of College Admission, NACAC

**  Unpublished institutional research, Crux Research Inc. March 2007 



Some reasons are practical and concrete
 Stand out in the admissions process

 Everyone wants to get into the college of their choice. 
Those that make it take the most challenging courses.

 Earn Academic Scholarship Awards
 Some of the most competitive scholarship awards consider 

AP exam scores.

 Earn College Credit and Save Money

College credit earned through AP Exams allows students to 
move into upper-level college courses sooner, pursue a 
double major, and gain time to study and travel abroad.  A 
5 on the AP lit exam could save you almost $4,000 in in-state 
costs.  Depending on the school, not all dual enrollment 
credit transfers.

 Be More Likely to Graduate in 4 years

 AP English Literature students had four-year college 
graduation rates that were 62% higher than students that 
had not taken AP English Literature* 4

*Linda Hargrove, Donn 

Godin, and Barbara Dodd, 

“College Outcomes 

Comparisons by AP and 

Non-AP High School 

Experiences.” The College 

Board, 2008



Some are more abstract and affective

 AP courses can be challenging, 

but it’s work that pays off.

 AP courses are often the most 

interesting and fulfilling courses 

a student takes in high school.

 Students develop confidence 

and learn the study habits and 

time management skills 

essential for success in college.

5



But why AP Lit of all the courses?

 It’s more a critical thinking course than it is a rote memorization course.  
Critical thinking transfers no matter what a student’s path in life turns out to 
be

 Expectations in AP lit most closely mimic the expectations of a higher level
college class

 The behaviors (work ethic, time management, personal advocacy, etc) 
instilled by AP lit are the same as the behaviors of successful college 
students

 The writing skills of AP lit transfer to every other course a student will take 
and to life after school

 AP lit asks students to evaluate and constantly re-evaluate who they are as 
individuals, who they will be as adults, and most importantly what paths 
they will choose to get there

 AP lit asks students to grapple with the “big questions” of life

 AP lit makes students better human beings



Read great literature



Considerations

 Past Performance in English

Work Ethic

Maturity

Organizational Skills

 “Passion” for Subject

 Rigorous Pace

 Taking Initiative—seeking 
assistance

 Independent Work

Cooperative Learning

 Realistic Time Commitments

 Balance

Grading

 Learning Curve

 AP Exam



Some stats…

• Nationwide, only 5 out of 10 students’ exam scores 

make them eligible for college credit with a score of 

3 or higher; 8 out of 10 Chattahoochee students 

who take AP Lit are eligible to receive college 

credit for their score on the exam;

• 75% of those earn a 4 or higher



AP English Lit. vs. Lang.

READING:

Novels – 6-7 in total
Plays – 1-2 (Shakespeare)
Poetry Selections
Skills in reading to 
consider effect of literary
techniques on theme and 
tone

WRITING:
In class time essays
Analytical writing

Focus on 
how language

contributes to
meaning

Multiple Choice Skills
(reading critically)

Analysis of form
and content

Essays–-formal,
timed, writings 

that focus on
analysis 

READING:

Non-Fiction Focus
Various essays, speeches and 
letters

Focus on Rhetoric – the art of
persuasion - technique 

WRITING:
In class time essays

Writing in the various modes
(Exposition, narrative, 

persuasive etc.)

Emphasis on Argumentation

AP Literature AP Language


